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cannot require water on the festival if the process of growth has not 
been initiated by a watering prior to the festival.] But here we deal 
with a tree [in which case it is permitted to water, so as to prevent 
loss], while there we deal with seeds [in which case there will not be 
much of a loss if there is no watering, unless the seeds have been 
constantly irrigated up to now]. 


IV. YERusHALMI Moen Qaran 1:4 


THEY HUNT MOLES AND MICE IN A TREE-PLANTED FIELD AND IN A FIELD OF GRAIN: 


I:1: “A mole” is a weasel. Even though there is no proof for that 
proposition, there is at least a hint about it, in the following verse of 
Scripture: Let them be like the snail that dissolves into slime, like the 
untimely birth that never sees the sun” (Ps. 58:8). 


IN THE USUAL MANNER, ON THE INTERMEDIATE DAYS OF A FESTIVAL AND IN THE 


SEVENTH YEAR. AND R. JUDAH Says, ‘“THEY DO SO IN A TREE-PLANTED 
FIELD IN THE NORMAL MANNER, “‘AND IN A GRAIN FIELD NOT IN THE NORMAL 
MANNER.” 


II:1: In the usual manner [M. 1:4B]: This is hunting with a trap. Not in 
the usual manner? He drives a stake [into the spot] or strikes it with a 
pick and flattens out the soil underneath [T. Moed 1:4B]. 


II:2: It has been taught: They destroy ants’ holes on the intermediate 
days of a festival. How do they execute the destruction? Rabban 
Simeon b. Gamaliel says, “One takes dirt from one hole and puts it 
into another, and they strangle one another” [T. Moed 1:5]. 


THEY BLOCK UP A BREACH IN THE INTERMEDIATE DAYS OF A FESTIVAL. 


III:1: Stone on stone, pebble on pebble. 


AND IN THE SEVENTH YEAR, ONE BUILDS IT IN THE NORMAL WAY. 


IV:1: stone on pebble and pebble on stone. 


V. YERUSHALMI Moen Qaran 1:5 


R. MER says, ‘“THEY EXAMINE NEGAS [TO BEGIN WITH] TO PROVIDE A LENIENT 


RULING, BUT NOT TO PROVIDE A STRICT RULING.” AND SAGES SAY, ‘‘NEITHER 
TO PROVIDE A LENIENT RULING NOR TO PROVIDE A STRICT RULING ‘‘ 


